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supposed to be descended from a common mother. There are a very large 
number of these machongs, and they show in some particulars traces of a 
totemic character. The women play a very important part in the life of the 
people, and are the actual or nominal owners of all property. The religious 
life of the Garos is described in considerable detail, including their mimetic 
dances, sacrifices for the growth of crops, and burial ceremonies. The latter 
are in connection with the cremation rites, all bodies except those of lepers 
being burned. Some few myths are given, but on this side the material is 
disappointingly brief, and we may hope that the author may be able to sup- 
plement this at some future time. 

The volume forms a distinct addition to our knowledge of this region, and 
is by far the fullest and most complete account of the Garos as yet in print. 
It is to be hoped that the Government will continue to publish other mono- 
graphs of this same excellence, and that we may by this means secure 
information in regard to these peoples of Upper Burma and the Shan States 
which will contribute largely to the solution of the ethnographic problems 
of southeastern Asia. 

Roland B. Dixon. 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Primitive Paternity. The Myth of Supernatural Birth in Relation 
to the History of the Family. By Edwin Sidney Hartland, F. S. A. 
London, David Nutt, 1909. 2 vols, viii+325+328 pp. 

The seven chapters of this comprehensive work embrace most that can be 
compiled from the "lower cultures" in customs and traditions, tending to 
obscure the causal association between sexual intercourse and reproduction, 
and to minimize the importance of paternity. 

Traditional parthenogenesis, magical assistances to conception, reincar- 
nation, and transformation, not only from the human into other more or 
less animated forms, but from non-human into human bodies; an original 
state of mother-right and various stages in the growth of father-right (a 
growth apparently independent of an accurate knowledge of paternity) ; 
the small importance of jealousy as a male passion, and the consequent 
inferred absence of responsible paternal feeling; last, the widespread igno- 
rance of physiology that it has taken ages to drive out, — all these are 
treated in great detail, and supported by a mass of instances, not always 
too carefully arranged and collated. 

North America, equatorial Africa, southern Asia, and the Archipelagos 
and Pacific Islands are exhaustively drawn upon. 

It would have perhaps been well to compare some of the South American 
tribes recently visited by Roch-Gruenberg; they (bordering the northern 
head-waters of the Amazon) are as little affected by white contact as any 
that can be found. 

The striking proofs and presumptions in favor of a preexisting mother- 
right, practically universal, are a feature of great strength; and the divorce 
of the origin of mother-right from the commonly stated haziness of paternity 
should, at any rate, arouse discussion. 
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Mr. Hartland is not the only one recently to emphasize the fact that 
primitive peoples had little reason to connect sexual union with consequent 
conception. A priori, it would have been a wonder had they so connected 
them. 

With a delightful make-up, and few typographical errors, the book is a 
pleasure to read, — a pleasure mitigated by a fad of the omission of com- 
mas, and enhanced by the author's style not without variety and salt. 

Charles Peabody. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

The Dawn of the World. Myths and Weird Tales told by the Mewan 
Indians of California. Collected and edited by C. Hart Merriam. 
Cleveland, The Arthur H. Clark Company. 1010. 273 p. 

In the course of his many years' work in the West as Director of the 
Biological Survey, Dr. Merriam has had unusual opportunities for gather- 
ing information relative to the Indians. He has taken advantage of these 
chances, and in the present volume has gathered together the myths and 
folk-lore which he secured from the Miwok of California. Although there 
has been considerable activity during the last ten or twelve years in the 
study of the Calif ornian Indians, very little myth material has as yet been 
published from this stock. From the Yokuts on the south, and the Maidu 
and Wintun on the north, material is available, so that the present volume 
serves to form a welcome link. 

After an introduction in which the main features of the mythology of the 
people are outlined, the myths themselves are given in a simple, narrative 
form. They are classified into those dealing with the First People, and those 
relating to later times, and each is generally supplied with a list of dramatis 
persons, and a statement of the locality or group from which the tale was 
secured. Native names are italicized throughout and accented, and it is 
evident that much pains has been taken with the make-up of the book. A 
bibliography of the material on Californian mythology is added, together 
with a full and carefully made index. Numerous illustrations in black- 
and-white and color add to the attractiveness of the volume. 

The myths given offer to the student of California mythology much of 
interest. The characteristic dualism of the Maidu, which prevails even 
among their more southern members, is here largely absent, and Coyote 
plays the part less of Trickster than of Creator. Many incidents and tales 
widely distributed to the north, such as the Theft of Fire, the Bear and 
Deer, the origin of mankind from feathers or sticks set in the ground or 
buried by the Creator, — all these appear here in more or less modified 
form. Many tales typical of the Maidu and Wintun are, however, absent. 
Relationship with the Yokuts and even perhaps with the Mission Indian 
myths also appears. The few tales given from the Marin County Miwok, 
and those living to the south of Clear Lake, are of particular interest, as 
almost the only material from these regions yet available. It is interesting 
to note that a considerable number of the animal and bird names used in 
these Miwok tales appear to have a wide distribution northwards, particu- 
larly among the valley Maidu. Examples are Moloko (Condor), Wekwek 



